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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

 

 

Processional Hymn    
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                  Hymn 362                                                                  
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation                                              BCP 355 
 
Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People          And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.   
                     Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity       BCP 355 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name;   
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison                                                            BCP 356 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect of the Day  
 

Reader  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Reader  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your 
servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep 
us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last 
to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament 
 

Lector     A Reading (Lesson) from Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be 
light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 
 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”  
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So God made the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And 
it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good.  
 

Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in 
it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky 
to separate the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them 
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky 
to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over 
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 
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And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome 
of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of 
every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,   
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them. 
 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have          
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  



6 

 

God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was       
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work 
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from 
all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh 
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the 
work that he had done in creation. 
 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 8 
 

1 O Lord our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
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3 You have set up a stronghold against  
 your adversaries, * 

to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
 

4 When I consider your heavens,  
 the work of your fingers, * 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
the son of man that you should seek him out? 

 

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
you adorn him with glory and honor; 

 

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
you put all things under his feet: 

 

8 All sheep and oxen, * 
even the wild beasts of the field, 

 

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

 

10 O Lord our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 



8 

 

The Gospel               Matthew 28:16-20 
 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
  according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Homily 
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The Prayers of the People Form VI                       BCP 392 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 
are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 
needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the 
Truth. 
 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Andy, Kai, Jeff, and 
Hector our Bishops; for Robin our priest; and for all bishops 
and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
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For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 

 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
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Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 
 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  
in eternal life. Amen.  
 
The Peace             BCP 360 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Priest, gives the blessing. 
 

Recessional Hymn  
The Church’s One Foundation                                Hymn 525
                                                           



12 

 

The Dismissal 
 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


