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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

 

 

Prelude Hymn                                                                      

“On Jordan’s Bank”       Hymn 76 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation                                              BCP 355 
 
Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People          And blessed be his kingdom, now and    
               forever.  Amen. 
 
Advent ring lighting ceremony — lighting of the Advent 
wreath with its candles representing Hope, Peace, Joy, and 
Love 
 
Celebrant   

Last Sunday the candle of peace was lit. We light it and the 
candle of hope again as we remember that Christ will come 
again and bring to the world everlasting peace.  
 
(a person lights the candles of hope, and peace.) 
 
The third candle of Advent is the Candle of Joy. It reminds 
of the joy that Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told he that 
a special child would be born to her - a child who would 
save and deliver his people. 
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God wants us all to have joy. The angel who announced to 
the shepherds that Jesus had been born told them: "Do not be 
afraid. I am bringing you good news of a great joy for all 
people - for to you is born this day, in the City of David, a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord." 
 
We light this candle to remember that Christ brings the 
promise of a new life - a life in which the blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, and the prisoners are set free. We light it to 
remember that He is the bringer of true and everlasting joy. 
 
Light the Third Candle 
 
Let us pray - Loving God, we thank you for the joy you 
bring us. Help us prepare our hearts for this gift. Bless our 
worship. Help us to hear and to do your word. We ask it in 
the name of the one born in Bethlehem. Amen.  
 
Kyrie Eleison                                                            BCP 356 
 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
People          Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect of the Day                                 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among 
us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your 
bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson 
 
Reader A Reading (Lesson) from 61:1-4, 8-11  
 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
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They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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 The Gospel             John 1:6-8,19-28  
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ      
   according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might be-
lieve through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 
 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as 
the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if 
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 
John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John 
was baptizing. 

 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily           The Rev. Robin Reeves-Kautz 
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 We invite your prayers of Thanksgiving and Supplication as 
modeled in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Thank you God that you are _________________________ 
praise God for His character—sovereign, gracious, creator, 
redeemer, sustainer) 
 

Thank you for blessing us with _______________________ 
(a loving family, friends, nice weather) 
 

We pray Thy Will Be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven, 
 

Thank you for your provision of ______________________ 
(healing, provision, peace, . . .)  
for _____________________________________________
(those with covid, . . .) 
 

Forgive us for ____________________________________
(our complacency, not putting you first, not having faith over fear, 
not trusting you) 
 

We forgive others for_______________________________.  
(holding a different view than ours, not caring for the most 
vulnerable in our society, inciting violence, spreading fear with 
false news, betraying us) 

as we have been forgiven. 
 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil of 
________________________________________________. 
(hatred, fear, apathy, luke-warm faith, doing life on our own and 
not relying on you) 
 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin            BCP 359 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our  
   neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

 
The Absolution                  BCP 360 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  
in eternal life. Amen.  
 
Offertory 
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The Peace             BCP 360 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Priest, gives the blessing. 

 
Recessional Hymn 
“Rejoice, ye pure in heart!”                  Hymn  556 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 


