Monday in Holy Week

Add to your place set apart for Holy Week something fragrant, like
perfume or a hand cream you use.

Psalm 36:7-8 7

How priceless is your love, O God! *

your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
They feast upon the abundance of your house; *

you give them drink from the river of your delights.

A Reading John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray
him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the
money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the poor,
but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what
was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might
keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you
do not always have me."

Having read this, think on these things:

How can | offer the gentleness of anointing to the poor close to me or my
community? When have | been given this gentleness? Can you think of a
hard choice—between caring for yourself, or others? Offer these things to
God.



The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



