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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

 

 

Prelude Hymn                                                                      

“Faith of our Fathers! Living Still”        Hymn 558 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation                                              BCP 355 
 
Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People          And blessed be his kingdom, now and    
               forever.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity       BCP 355 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name;   
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison                                                            BCP 356 
 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
People          Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect of the Day                                 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written 
for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for Stewardship 
 
Gracious God, giver of all we have and hold as stewards; 
grant the people of this church a deep and abiding awareness 
that all things come from you – our health, our incomes, our 
jobs, our talents and our generous impulse. Send your Holy 
Spirit to help us as we swim against the rising tides of 
materialism, envy, individualism and greed in our culture. 
When we are tempted to think of money as a private matter, 
remind us that you have asked for part of what we are given, 
to be returned to you as a symbol of our awareness that you 
give all we have. And further, help us to help each other in 
this grace of giving, for you are the lover of our souls and 
call us to nothing less than transformation in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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The First Lesson 
 
Reader A Reading (Lesson) from Judges 4:1-7 
 
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them into the 
hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in               
Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to 
the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, 
and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
 
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was 
judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah   
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; 
and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and 
summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, 
and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands 
you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten       
thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun.        
I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet 
you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops;  
and I will give him into your hand.’” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel                      Matthew 25:14-30  
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ      
   according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each            
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who 
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 
them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one 
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 
Then the one who had received the five talents came            
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and          
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
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Then the one who had received the one talent also came         
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your    
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his 
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did 
not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what 
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and 
give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 
be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and     
gnashing of teeth.’” 

 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Homily            
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We invite your prayers of Thanksgiving and Supplication as 
modeled in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Thank you God that you are _________________________. 
(praise God for His character—sovereign, gracious, creator, 
redeemer, sustainer) 
 

Thank you for blessing us with _______________________. 
(a loving family, friends, nice weather) 
 

We pray Thy Will Be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven, 
 

Thank you for your provision of ______________________ 
(healing, provision, peace, . . .)  
for _____________________________________________.  
(those with covid, . . .) 
 

Forgive us for ____________________________________. 
(our complacency, not putting you first, not having faith over fear, 
not trusting you) 
 

We forgive others for_______________________________.  
(holding a different view than ours, not caring for the most 
vulnerable in our society, inciting violence, spreading fear with 

false news, betraying us) as we have been forgiven. 
 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil of 
________________________________________________. 
(hatred, fear, apathy, luke-warm faith, doing life on our own and 
not relying on you) 
 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin            BCP 359 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our  
   neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

 
The Absolution                  BCP 360 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us  
in eternal life. Amen.  
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The Peace             BCP 360 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
Stewardship Pledge Card Blessing 
 
Oh God, our loving Creator and Giver of all good gifts, bless 
our parish, strengthen our faith and grant us the spirit of 
Christian stewardship so that we may give generously of our 
time, talent and treasure to spread Your kingdom here in our 
church and throughout the world. For this, we pray to the 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn 
“O Spirit of the Living God”                   Hymn 531 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 


