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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

 

 

Prelude Hymn                                                                      

“Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates”    Hymn 436 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation                                              BCP 355 
 
Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People          And blessed be his kingdom, now and    
               forever.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity       BCP 355 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name;   
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison                                                            BCP 356 
 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
People          Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect of the Day                                 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he 
might destroy the works of the devil and make us children of 
God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, 
we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes 
again with power and great glory, we may be made like him 
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for Stewardship 
 
Gracious God, giver of all we have and hold as stewards; 
grant the people of this church a deep and abiding awareness 
that all things come from you – our health, our incomes, our 
jobs, our talents and our generous impulse. Send your Holy 
Spirit to help us as we swim against the rising tides of 
materialism, envy, individualism and greed in our culture. 
When we are tempted to think of money as a private matter, 
remind us that you have asked for part of what we are given, 
to be returned to you as a symbol of our awareness that you 
give all we have. And further, help us to help each other in 
this grace of giving, for you are the lover of our souls and 
call us to nothing less than transformation in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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The First Lesson 
 
Reader A Reading (Lesson) from Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and   
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers 
of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God 
of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons 
Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and 
served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from 
beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan 
and made his offspring many. 

 

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity 
and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors 
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” 

 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our 
God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great 
signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we 
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 
and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the      
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 
the Lord, for he is our God.” 
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But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, 
for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive 
your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord 
and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, 
and consume you, after having done you good.” And the 
people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then 
Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against your-
selves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And 
they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the 
foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to 
the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, 
“The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and 
made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel                        Matthew 25:1-13  
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ      
   according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those       
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later 
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 
us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.” 

 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily           The Rev. Robin Reeves-Kautz 
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We invite your prayers of Thanksgiving and Supplication as 
modeled in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Thank you God that you are _________________________. 
(praise God for His character—sovereign, gracious, creator, 
redeemer, sustainer) 
 

Thank you for blessing us with _______________________. 
(a loving family, friends, nice weather) 
 

We pray Thy Will Be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven, 
 

Thank you for your provision of ______________________ 
(healing, provision, peace, . . .)  
for _____________________________________________.  
(those with covid, . . .) 
 

Forgive us for ____________________________________. 
(our complacency, not putting you first, not having faith over fear, 
not trusting you) 
 

We forgive others for_______________________________.  
(holding a different view than ours, not caring for the most 
vulnerable in our society, inciting violence, spreading fear with 
false news, betraying us) 

as we have been forgiven. 
 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil of 
________________________________________________. 
(hatred, fear, apathy, luke-warm faith, doing life on our own and 
not relying on you) 
 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin            BCP 359 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our  
   neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

 
The Absolution                  BCP 360 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  
in eternal life. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



10 

 

The Peace             BCP 360 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Priest, gives the blessing. 

 
Recessional Hymn 
“Rejoice! Rejoice, believers”                     Hymn 68 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 


