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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

 

 

Prelude Hymn                                                                      

“Faith of our Fathers”         Hymn 558 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Acclamation                                              BCP 355 
 
Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People          And blessed be his kingdom, now and    
               forever.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity       BCP 355 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name;   
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison                                                            BCP 356 
 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
People          Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant     Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect of the Day                                 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to 
hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire 
or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, 
and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy 
to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament   
 
LayReader A Reading (Lesson) from  
   Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
 

Then God spoke all these words: 
 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other 
gods before me. 
 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 
the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name. 
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Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days 
you shall labour and do all your work. 
 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 

You shall not murder. 
 

You shall not commit adultery. 
 

You shall not steal. 
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning,  
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they 
were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let 
God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to 
put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 
 

LayReader The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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LayReader Join me in reading Psalm 19 by half phrase. 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives              
wisdom to the innocent. 

 

8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives 
light to the eyes. 

 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous   
altogether. 
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10 More to be desired are they than gold,                      
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound,                                 
and innocent of a great offense. 

 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
The Gospel                      Matthew 21:33-46  
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ      
   according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a           
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 
leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  
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Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the             
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to   
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 
time.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of 
the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken 
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted 
to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they            
regarded him as a prophet. 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily  
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Prayer in the Face of a Pandemic: A Litany 
 
Healing, sustaining, restoring and compassionate God, 
whose grace is greater than frightening viruses and 
frustrating vulnerability and even the virus of racism  
and division, 
Breathe new life into our hurting world and our  
daunting journey. 
  

Remind us of the trustworthiness of your promise,  
that you will never leave us nor forsake us.  
Reawaken our souls to this Resurrection truth— 
that our fear is not our governor; that our frailty  
does not have the final word to speak; and that our 
suffering is never the end of our story. 
  

We hurt with the crisis of this coronavirus, those hurting 
from racial injustice and division across our land. 
We break with those who are broken in this global 
pandemic. 
  

We remember those who are afflicted with the virus. 
Bring to these hurting souls a healing that restores,  
a strength that sustains, and a joy so durable that 
nothing can diminish it. 
  

We remember medical professionals on whom our lives 
depend, who are placing themselves in harm’s way daily  
to provide aid to those in need. 
Equip them with strength beyond their strength,  
courage beyond their courage, and a fresh awareness  
of how deeply their work matters. 
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We remember the most vulnerable in our midst:  
The homebound, nursing home-bound, and hospitalized; 
those whose vitality belies their years; those whose  
financial vulnerability inspires anguish; those whose 
addiction cries out for a journey of recovery; those whose 
depression generates a crippling sense of isolation. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Come as a companion, encourager,  
and deliverer in every circumstance where people feel 
alone, isolated, marginalized, and desperate. 
 

We remember those whose employment is severely  
impacted by bans, mandates, and restrictions. 
Come, Holy Spirit. Bring unexpected provision, 
unanticipated contingency, and unforeseen blessing. 
 

We remember your church, taken out of its normal  
patterns and practices. 
Holy God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—awaken in  
your church a vision for what it means to connect in  
the midst of disconnection, to engage in the midst of 
disengagement, to bless in a season of reoriented blessing. 
  
Let your love be our breathing. Let your compassion  
be our heartbeat. Let your mind become our mind. 
Let your Way be our way; your Truth our truth; your 
Life our life. 
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Most of all—Heartbroken, Weeping, and Resurrecting 
God—remind us that you are not watching our struggle  
from a distance. 
Speak to us afresh the truth that you are with us, 
allowing your tears to commingle with ours, allowing 
your heart to break with ours, allowing your intimate 
grace to redeem our suffering, our sickness, and our 
sorrow. 
  

In this [time of suffering], where the cross looms large, 
usher us into the cadences of Resurrection, so that we 
might engage in the stewardship of life amid the  
trappings of death. 
  

Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come, Lifegiving Spirit! 
  

Come, Universe-Creating, Circumstance-Transforming God! 
Come and bring wholeness in our brokenness, hope in 
our despair, healing in our hurting, life in our death. 
  

Reform our hearts, O God. 
Redirect our way. On the canvas of our journey,  
display the colors of your grace. 
  

Rework our desires, O God. Recreate our will. 
Like a Poet come and rewrite our song,  
that we might sing for you. 



11 

 

Confession of Sin            BCP 359 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our  
   neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 
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The Absolution                  BCP 360 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  
in eternal life. Amen.  
 
The Peace             BCP 360 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Priest, gives the blessing. 

 
The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


